Louis Fermor, 2019 CAAF Resident

Annual Report
July 1, 2019 – June 30 2020

Darija, 2020 Gallery 505 exhibition

Annual Report
July 1, 2019 – June 30 2020
Annual General Meeting
March 4, 2021
via Zoom

Table of Contents
p2
p3
p4
p5
p6

Land Acknowledgement & Diversity and Inclusion Statement
President’s Report & Board of Directors
Gallery 505 Report
Residency Report
Financial Report

Land Acknowledgement
In the spirit of reconciliation, we acknowledge that we live, work and play on the traditional territories
of the Blackfoot Confederacy, the Tsuut’ina, the Stoney Nakoda Nations, the Métis Nation Region 3, and
all people who make their homes in the Treaty 7 region of Southern Alberta.

CAAF’s Commitment to Diversity and Inclusion
The Calgary Allied Arts Foundation (CAAF) provides a diverse, inclusive, and equitable community
where all staff, volunteers and artists feel valued and respected regardless of gender, race, ethnicity,
national origin, age, sexual orientation or identity, education or disability.
CAAF is committed to a non-discriminatory approach and values diverse life experiences and heritages
as integral to the foundation mission.
To provide informed, authentic leadership for cultural equity, CAAF:
• Views diversity, inclusion, and equity as critical to CAAF’s mission.
• Reviews, acknowledges, and restructures any inequities within CAAF’s guidelines, processes, programs, and services to ensure diversity and inclusion.
• Explores potential underlying collective assumptions that interfere with inclusiveness and addresses them accordingly.
• Implements Board-level thinking about how systemic inequities impact CAAF’s work, and how best
to address that in a way that is consistent with CAAF’s mission.
• Practices and encourages transparent communication in all interactions.
• Leads with respect and tolerance.
CAAF commits to the following operational actions to help promote diversity and inclusion:
• Pursuing cultural competency by creating non-discriminatory residency and exhibition opportunities, and transparent guidelines.
• Improving our cultural leadership message by supporting/encouraging programs that reflect the
diversity of Canadian society.
• Partnering and connecting with other arts organizations committed to diversity and inclusion in an
effort to expand CAAF’s purview.
Developing Board recruitment and jury selection processes that mitigate bias.

Thank you tou our funders
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President’s Report
Don’t we all miss coming together in person?
Thank you for joining us today for our first (and hopefully only) virtual AGM.
We have changed our fiscal year to reflect the calendar, with this change we haven’t had an AGM in almost a year a half, we’ve missed you.
We have welcomed new board members, John Ross, Stacey Walyuchow, Olivia Steckley, Nick Austin and
Bahaiya Nabeel.
We are saying farewell to one of my favorite humans, Claire Fern. She has served us for 3 years, gave us
structure, governance, organization, and a perspective that can only be described as wise.
In the past 17.5 months we’ve been incredibly fruitful for CAAF. We have declared a new mission statement:
CAAF’s mission is to
• fund residency experiences for emerging artists and curators living in Calgary
• promote CAAF alumni throughout their careers
• expand opportunities to exhibit the work of CAAF alumni and the work that CAAF has donated
to the Civic Art Collection
Due to budget constraints, public discourse and a pandemic, the third point here is in flux. The City of
Calgary is restricting their arts department, and we hope to continue to work with them in the future.
CAAF now has several new exhibition opportunities for our former art residents. While these have been
delayed with COVID, we continue to foster strong relationships throughout the city and look forward to
continuing when the opportunity arises.
We’re proud to say that our residency program was not delayed. In fact, an additional residency was
established in partnership with NVRLND Studios, we have an artist in the space now. Creating this additional residency supports our mission to fund residencies to a larger network of emerging artists and
continues to foster deeper roots within Calgary.
Our community faced an unparalleled need in the last year. CAAF stepped up to support the community with the Petits Masterpieces Fundraiser. Artists were invited to submit original art works the size of
postcards. Each selling for $20, half going to the artist who created the work, and half going in a fund to
support artists in the city. We worked with the Elephant Artist Relief Society (EAR) to distribute the funds
raised.
There continues to be many new opportunities behind the scenes at CAAF, we’re heading in an exciting
direction. Thank you for being here and being a part of the Calgary Allied Arts Foundation.
Samantha Malach
President

2019-2020 Board of Directors
Samantha Malach, President
Gavin Mahabir, Treasurer
Claire Fern, Secretary
Brian “Bunny” Batista, Residency Committee Chair
Aldona Barutowicz, Gallery 505 Committee Co-Chair

Nina Morris, Director
Justine Jones, Director
John Ross, Director
Stacey Walyuchow, Director
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Gallery 505 Report
The past year and a half (July 2019 to December 2020) has been very interesting for Gallery 505. With
a lot of change happening within the City of Calgary, most notably the departure of our two primary
contacts that were in charge of the Civic collection and assisting us in the curation and distribution of
the pieces. As a result they have placed a temporary moratorium on the loans program until there are
resourced again to administer it.
The last Civic Collection at Gallery 505, in collaboration with the City of Calgary, was
Hidden Narrative in Calgary Photography - January 31 to September 6, 2019
Artists included M.N. Hutchinson, John Will, and George Webber.
Our plans were to curate and have a new collection for viewing shortly after the Hidden Narratives
pieces were removed, although the city informed us that we first needed to conduct an Environment
Test and Report to determine that the Gallery 505 space met all of the required criteria to house the
Civic collection pieces.
Due to an upgrade of the heating system in the building at the end of 2019, we had to conduct the
Environmental testing and reporting twice, which took a few months. The findings in the second report
concluded that the environmental conditions of the Gallery 505 space are not ideal for delicate artwork
for prolonged periods of time. These findings will require for us to work closely with the building to
ensure conditions are improved once we start to exhibit the Civic Collection again.
As we worked through the environmental requirements and other communications with the City, we
decided as Board that we would take the opportunity to showcase local artists in the Gallery 505 space
- these artists would be curated from our long line of past residents.
The exhibits and artists that have showcased at Gallery 505 in this timeframe are as follows:
Louis Fermor
September 2019 to December 2019
In Conversation by Darija
January 6 to April 6, 2020
discontinuum by Fiona Duffy
September 2020 to January 2021
In Memoriam by Claudia Chagoya
February to May 2021
We encourage you all to go down to Gallery 505 to have a peek and join us on our social media channels for news and updates. We also feature and include all of our Gallery 505 information in our newsletter, so please sign up for that as well.
All of the artists showcasing their work at Gallery 505 are compensated according to the CARFAC Minimum Fee Schedule.
Aldona Barutowicz
Gallery 505 Chair
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Residency Report
We saw over 50 applicants for our 2020-2021 residency program at cSPACE. Our jury panel included art
professionals and members of the CAAF board. We selected the 5 artists listed below:
Our 2019-2020 residents included:
Louis Fermor, July to August 2019
Christopher Savage, September to November 2019
Nicholas Tufts, December 2019
Cassie Suche, January 2020
Mabel Tan, February to March 2020
Fiona Duffy, April to May 2020
Bianca Guimarães de Manuel, June to August 2020
Nurgül Rodriguez, September to October 2020
Claudia Chagoya, November 2020 to January 2021
We hosted the second annual CAAF Connection: Residents’ Exhibition in November 2019. Of course,
due to the pandemic we were unable to host Open Studios and CAAF Connection in 2020. We hope to
continue these in person events in the future. In lieu of Open Studios, we have started asking our residents to do social media takeovers and they have been a great success.
Brian “Bunny” Batista
Residency Committee Chair
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Financial Report
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Gavin Mahabir
Treasurer
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